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esponding to our financial 


and academic challenges 


In a few short months the 
D new millennium will be 

upon us. This occasion is 
arguably the most talked about 
moment in recent years. 
Tremendous media coverage has 
been allocated to the challenges 
and opportunities we will face as 
of January 1, 2000. Without 
downplaying the symbolic and 
even spiritual implications of this 
marker of our collective society, 
the reality is that we have been 
anticipating the exigencies of the 
millennium for quite some 
time now. 


At Concordia, where the 
milestone of our 25th 
anniversary is also being 
celebrated, looking ahead to the 
future has meant re-examining 
our University-wide computer 
hardware and software 
requirements with an eye to Y2K 
compliance, evaluating our 
curricular offerings to make sure 
our students are well-prepared 
for the demands of the evolving 
world we live in, and laying the 
groundwork for the type of 
educational institution we 
believe can best serve the needs 
of our society. 


An integral part of this 
ongoing plan has been 
The Campaign for a New 
Millennium. Begun in 
September 1996 this fundraising 


initiative has been a steady 
source of inspiration and a 
touchstone for determining the 
merits of our academic plans. 
Time and again the projects on 
the table of needs received 
unconditional support from 
volunteers, individual and 
corporate donors, foundations 
and government funding 
agencies. Just as important, our 
internal communities—faculty 
members, students and staff— 
demonstrated their commitment 
to the Campaign and to the bold 
steps forward it represents. 


Together we have prepared the 
future well. Through your efforts 
and generosity we are certain to 
surpass our initial $55 million 
objective. How far over goal we 
get will be determined by how 
diligently each of us works on 
behalf of the Campaign over the 
next few months. 


Regardless of the final tally, 
this Campaign can already be 
characterized as an outstanding 
success because it has provided 
us with a glorious opportunity to 
revitalize Concordia and to have 
our accomplishments recognized 
across the country. Please accept 
my thanks for your ongoing 
support of our University. I hope 
you will make a point of joining 
us on October 1, 1999 as we 
celebrate the Campaign through 


a special ceremony at the 
Concert Hall on the Loyola 
Campus. You are all warmly 
invited to join us as we look 
ahead to our next 25 years. G 


oa Ge 


Frederick Lowy 
Rector and Vice Chancellor 
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very year, crops are lost 
| race the world, not only to 
the usual suspects, pests and 

disease, but to a little-known 
culprit: salt. Biology Professor 
Patrick Gulick believes that 
genetically engineered plants may 
be a solution, and thanks to a 
Capital Campaign contribution, he 
now has access to a laboratory that 
can analyze genetic data quickly. 

The technology has come to 
Concordia in the form of the 
Biotechnology/Bioinformatics 
Facility for Genomic Research, 
which was founded last year, 
thanks to a donation by BioChem 
Pharma to the Capital Campaign. 

Gulick started work on this area 
of research 14 years ago, as a post- 
doctoral student at the University of 
California at Davis. "Finding 
resistance to salinity is difficult 
because it's genetically complex," 
he said. "Many other traits, such as 
disease resistance, are easy to find 


Campaign-funded lab opens research possi 


Patrick Gulick 


by looking at a pattern of 
inheritance, so you can be sure 
that a single gene is controlling the 
trait. But with saline resistance, 
there are many genes involved.” 
Gulick and his team of graduate 


students are currently focusing on 
one particular gene, ESI47, which 
is found in tall wheat grass, a very 
salt-tolerant plant. They spliced the 
gene into a commonly used test 
plant, Arabadopsis, known as the 


Translators celebrate new MA program 


by Sylvain-Jacques Desjardins 


Master's degree in 
Arse Studies will be 
introduced next fall to 
respond to an increasing demand 
for sophisticated translators. 
Sherry Simon, now Director of 
the Humanities Doctoral Program, 
will head the new program, whose 
researchers will reflect the many 
developments over the last 20 years 
in the field of cultural studies. 
"This program will take a multi- 
disciplinary approach," Simon 
said. "Students will be able to 
examine everything from feminism 
to post-colonialism." It will look at 
the history and theory of 
translation, and study the 


relationships among culture, 
language and translation. 

The new MA will be added to the 
current one-year diploma and 
undergraduate Translation 
programs that are part of 
Concordia's Etudes frangaises. It 


Howard Scott 


will target graduates and 
professional translators who want 
to broaden their knowledge. 
About 10 students will be 
admitted to the Translation 
Master's program in the first year, 
and the University will likely hire a 
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bilities 


| ‘white rat’ of plant molecular 


biology. The genetically altered 
version of Arabadopsis still has 
trouble growing in a heavily saline 
environment, but it has responded 


_ ata genetic level. 


"We don't see salt tolerance in 
Arabadopsis, but we see that this 
gene controls one branch of the 
stress response system in plants. 
Now that we've accomplished that, 
we think we can find genes that 
control the whole system." 

The stress response system in 
tall wheat grass controls not only 
how the plant survives high salinity, 
but also its response to drought, 
cold temperatures, and other 
factors that can damage plants. 

The next step will be to prove 
that ESI47, or another of the genes 
Gulick cloned, can transfer stress 
resistance to Arabadopsis. After 
that, Gulick will apply for a 
strategic grant to work on 
transferring that tolerance to crop 
species, such as wheat or corn. B 


new professor to teach some of the 
added courses. Students will have a 
choice of two thesis options. They 
will be allowed to write either a 
theoretical thesis or a literary 
translation, accompanied by 
critical commentary. 

The Translation programs have 
alumni who have gone on to 
successful careers. One of the 
more well-known is Howard Scott 
(BA Translation 79, MA 
Translation/Women's Studies 84), 
who won the Governor-General's 
Award in the translation category 
last year for The Euguelion, 
originally written by Quebec author 
Louky Bersianik. G 


International Aviation MBA launches new flight plan 


by Barbara Black 


SGW BSc 1957) and Rector 

rederick Lowy teamed up with 
twin scissors to cut the ribbon on 
the new International Aviation MBA 
(IAMBA) facilities this term. 

Fittingly, they then also cut the 

ribbon electronically, just by 
touching a big screen facing the 
classroom. The touch-sensitive 


[« director Pierre Jeanniot 
( 


computer monitor, slick and richly 
coloured, is one of the glamorous 
tools that make up this 21st-century 
classroom on the fourth floor of the 
GM Building, situated at 1550 de 
Maisonneuve St. W. Another is the 
computer plug at each desk, ready 
to connect with a student's laptop. 

The classroom refit is part of the 
Faculty of Commerce and 


Administration's ambitious plans for 


the self-financing IAMBA program, 


: IATA’s Pierre Jeanniot, a SGW alumnus and representative of SGW grads in the Alumni and Friends 
fa Division of the Capital Campaign, and Rector Frederick Lowy cut the old-fashioned ribbon at the 
58 opening of the new IAMBA facilities. 


which started eight years ago with 
the encouragement of IATA, the 
International Aviation Transport 
Association. 

The presence of IATA and ICAO 
(the International Civil Aviation 
Organization) has long ensured 
Montreal a global role in aviation 
administration, and it seemed 
natural to add an educational 
presence for airport, air transport 
and other aviation managers. 

In his brief remarks at the 
ceremony, Jeanniot talked about 
how the program was “a fragile 
child” for the first few years of its 
existence. The aviation industry has 
gone through a tumultuous decade, 
due to deregulation, the privatization 
of formerly public carriers, and 
intense global competition. As a 
result, the training of management 
got low priority among the world's 
harried airlines. 

However, that is changing, said 
JAMBA Director Dale Doreen. The 
need for highly trained aviation 
managers has become acute, and 


the emphasis is finally changing 
from sector-specific, technical, 
operations-based training to 
education with a management focus 
that embraces all aspects of the 
industry. The IAMBA program has 
been designed to provide this. 
There is also an urgent need for 
international educational standards 
and pedagogical materials, not to 
mention professors. Professor 
Doreen hopes to establish a Centre 
for Aviation Management Education 
and Research to fill this vacuum. 

In addition, an executive option 
has been developed for local 
students who want to combine their 
studies with their full-time jobs, and 
a Global AMBA (GAMBA) will deliver 
the program through distance 
education. The GAMBA program is 
expected to have its first two courses 
up and running by next September. 

The Faculty is also discussing the 
feasibility of offering an 
undergraduate program in aviation 
management. Gi 


Commerce Placement Centre is up and running 


usiness graduates looking for 
Be ideal employment 

opportunity may now have an 
easier time of it, thanks to the 
Commerce Placement Centre, which 
was launched last September in the 
Faculty of Commerce and 
Administration. 

“All major business schools have 
specialized placement centres to 
meet the needs of both employers 
and students,” said the Centre’s 
Director, Cherine Zananiri. “Our 
mission is to provide a personalized 
approach and to place emphasis on 
high-quality customer service. We 
don’t just post jobs: we promote 
Opportunities on-campus and 
actively involve our students.” 

Business students still have access 
to other services that are offered by 


the University-wide Career and 
Placement Services, such as job 
search techniques, résumé writing 
and networking skills. 

Zananiri was hired to bring the 
Centre along from inception. Her 
first task was to put together a team, 
including a placement officer and 
secretary-receptionist, and to initiate 
a student volunteer program, which 
now includes more than 50 active 
members. 

The Centre is having a booming 
first season in action. Some 20 on- 
campus recruiters have wooed 
Accountancy students, and more 
than 50 firms are recruiting on- 
campus. This figure does not 
include the hundreds of 
organizations that posted immediate 
job openings and hired Concordia 


students — companies such as 
Anderson Consulting, Canadian 
Airlines, Bombardier, Kraft, Procter 
& Gamble, Royal Bank Financial 
Group, Shell, and the TD Bank. 


Seen at the official opening of the Commerce Placement Centre last month are Lea Mirabilia 
(Secretary), Nicholas Houseman (President, Commerce Graduate Students Association), Cherine 
Zananiri (Director), Chris Palin (President, Commerce and Administration Students Association) 
and Katherine Brady (Placement Officer). 


Students also benefit from the 
Centre’s hands-on approach when it 
comes to job referrals and career- 
related initiatives. Not surprisingly, 
their response has been enthusiastic. 
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New chair provides research link with wood producers 


by Dawn Wiseman 


he focus on new information 
FE technologies and their 

applications sometimes makes 
it easy to forget that natural 


resources are still a mainstay of the 
Canadian economy. 


memorandum of understanding with 
Ian de la Roche, president and CEO 
of Forintek, the highlight of which is 
the creation of an Industrial Chair of 
Wood Building Envelope at 
Concordia. 

Forintek is the National Wood 
Products Research Institute; its 


Standing are Jean-Claude Mercier, president of Forintek Quebec, Professor Paul Fazio, Paul Pellerin, 
representing the Quebec government, Professor Osama Moselhi and Dean Nabil Esmail. Signing the 
agreement, Rector Frederick Lowy and lan de la Roche, president and CEO of Forintek Canada. 


Teaching computers how to read 


CENPARMI celebrates 10" anniversary 


by Frank Kuin 


modest computer room in one 

A: Concordia's most renowned 
esearch centres offered a 

revealing glimpse into the future — 
a future in which computers will be 
better able to interpret such wide- 
ranging images as handwritten 
addresses, printed documents in 
different languages, and samples of 
biogenetic material. 

During an open house at the 
Centre for Pattern Recognition and 
Machine Intelligence (CENPARMI) 
last fall, held to mark its 10th 
anniversary, remarkable demonstra- 
tions were given of pioneering pro- 
jects to teach computers how to 
read. On a series of screens, digital- 


ized images of handwritten city 
names and DNA samples were pro- 
cessed — material that is still read 
and interpreted best by humans. 
However, because demand exists 
for computer technology that would 
flawlessly recognize human hand- 
writing and other irregular patterns, 
CENPARMI is conducting research 
in co-operation with a variety of 
institutions, such as the Jewish 
General Hospital, the postal service 
of France, and the Department of 
National Defence in Ottawa. 
Xiangyun Ye, a post-doctoral fel- 
low who is working with technology 
for the digital processing of DNA 
samples, demonstrated ways in 
which the computer corrects distor- 
tions in the images of six DNA seg- 
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MacMillan Bloedel, Domtar and 
Kruger), six provincial governments 
and the federal government. 

Paul Fazio, professor in the 
Department of Building, Civil and 
Environmental Engineering 
(formerly the School for Building), 
was instrumental in helping to 
cement one of Concordia's newest 
relationships. 

Forintek and Concordia, along 
with other funding partners, 
including the provincial ministry of 
natural resources, plan to approach 
NSERC for matching funding next 
spring. The chair-holder and team 
will be announced when funding is 
complete. 

The agreement between the two 
institutions is quite wide, but focuses 
on establishing a framework for 
collaborative research and 
development on building-envelope 
and wood-based building systems, 
and facilitating the transfer of the 
results of research and development 


ments in order to make them 
directly comparable. 

Her project in Biogenetic Image 
Analysis, carried out in collabora- 
tion with the Jewish General 
Hospital and I'Bcole de Technologie 
Supérieure, should help biologists 
identify DNA segments that are most 
important to human aging, among 
other things, the researcher 
explained. 

Professor Ching Suen, Director of 
CENPARMI, has done more than 25 
years of research in handwriting 
recognition. CENPARMI, however, is 
not alone in that quest. 
"Internationally, there are several 
very active groups competing on this 
subject," Suen said, citing groups in 
the United States, France, Italy, 


to industry. 

Why did Forintek decide to 
collaborate with Concordia? 

"There's a tremendous breadth 
of unique talent and leadership in 
building-envelope research here," 
de la Roche explained. "We saw a 
true synergy that could be 
developed." The agreement creates 
a favourable environment for 
exchange between researchers, 
professors and graduate students at 
Concordia and researchers at 
Forintek. 

While the initial research will take 
place primarily within the 
Department of Building, Civil and 
Environmental Engineering, Dean 
Nabil Esmail said, "My hope is that 
with this start we will create the 
potential for a wood sciences centre 
at Concordia that might involve 
other researchers and other 
departments." G 


Switzerland and Russia. "I think we 
are doing very well because of our 
long history and very extensive 
research in this area. We are lead- 
ing in the field." 

The centre has about 12 profes- 
sors from different universities. Its 
collaborators include Bell, AT&T, 
IBM and research institutes in 
Japan, China and Taiwan. 

In 2002, the centre will hold the 
largest international pattern recog- 
nition conference, in Quebec City, to 
be chaired by Suen. G 
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ea Theatre Professor Ana Cappelluto (in the front, with glasses) and her gang of Theatre Design 
students before departure for New York. Back row, Dominique Guindon, Michel Ostaszewski and 
ea Noah Dubreuil. Second row, Michelle Bohn, Amy Keith, Cathia Pagotto, Xenia Buchmann (half 
fe) hidden), Eric Mongerson (chair, Theatre Department) and Vali Tirsoaga. 


Theatre Design students 
get flattering attention 
from U.S. recruiters 


by Sylvain-Jacques Desjardins 


nticing offers abounded for 
Ee« students of Concordia's 

Design for the Theatre 
Program during a recent 
postgraduate recruitment weekend 
in New York City. 

Called the University Residence 
Theatre Association (URTA), the 
two-day event allows students an 
opportunity to have their portfolios 
examined and to meet university 
headhunters from the four corners 
of the U.S. to see what they have to 
propose — from tuition waivers to 
top-notch facilities — before 
formally applying to the institution 
of their choice. 

Choices were plentiful for the 
Concordians. "No one left empty- 
handed," said Eric Mongerson, 
Concordia Theatre Department 
Chair, who accompanied the 
students to URTA on January 30 
and 31. It's an event the University 
has attended for about 15 years, 
and Concordia students are 
perennial favourites with 
recruiters. 

What makes Concordians hot 
commodities at URTA, Mongerson 
said, is their highly developed 
aesthetic sense, which shines 


through their portfolios, setting 
them apart from most competing 
American students, who posses 
mostly technical know-how. 
"Recruiters view our students as 
being better developed," he said. 

Concordia Theatre Design 
students are essentially trained to 
create the look of a play, dance 
show or opera, from costumes to 
lighting. "Our students are taught to 
look at the whole picture," said Ana 
Cappelluto, Theatre Design 
Program Coordinator. "It's not that 
we ignore technical skills; rather, 
we try to have students find their 
own aesthetic vision of a theatre 
piece. It's a conceptual approach." 

Better knowledge of aesthetics 
translates into better offers. These 
offers can be significant, 
considering a three-year tuition fee 
waiver averages $40,000 Canadian. 

"Without wanting to sound 
biased, we really stood out at 
URTA," said Concordia student Amy 
Keith, 24, who was recruited by the 
California Institute for the Arts and 
Northwestern University during the 
event. "Unlike other universities, 
Concordia doesn't have an imposed 
style. I was struck by the 
individuality of Concordia student 
portfolios." Gj 


Art educator Anne Savage is subject of 


| interdisciplinary project 


Students design government- 
sponsored Web site 


by Eve Krakow 


team of Concordia staff and 
Aste has posted its first 


Web site under Industry 


| Canada's SchoolNet Digital 
| Collections, featuring the life and 
| works of artist and art educator 


Anne Savage. 

Industry Canada's SchoolNet 
Digital Collections program is 
designed to help young people 
acquire entrepreneurial and 
technical skills, and it contains 
hundreds of sites on various 
subjects. 

The Anne Savage site aims to 
introduce newcomers to the artist, 
and to make this extensive art and 
research collection accessible to a 
greater number of students, 
teachers and researchers. 

It also gave the students valuable 
experience, not only in research, 
Web site design and technical 
skills, but also in project 
organization and planning. 

"Usually when students have to 
design a Web page for class, they 
choose something of interest to 
them. But in real life they will have 
to meet the needs of a client," said 
Linda Bien, the project's co- 
director. "As well, their client may 
be completely ignorant of many of 
the technical aspects and 
restrictions of Web design." 

Bien emphasized the generous 
help received from various 
departments in the University, 


| including the Leonard and Bina 


Ellen Art Gallery, the Fine Arts Slide 
Library, the Anne Savage Archives, 
and the Media Lab in Instructional 
and Information Technology 
Services (formerly Computing 
Services and Audio-Visual). 

The site has received so much 
positive feedback that a new one is 
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under construction: Canadian 
Sculpture Coming of Age. And while 
the Anne Savage site may have been 
the first fully Concordia-made site 
at SchoolNet Digital Collections, 
others are also available. 

For instance, Art History 
Professor Joan Acland and a team 
of Native students at Concordia 
have compiled a site titled First 
Nations Art: An Introduction to 
Contemporary Native Artists in 
Canada. Geography Professor Brian 
Slack, along with some students 
here, worked with a Bishop’s 
University professor on a site titled 
The St. Lawrence Maritime Seaway 
and Economic Centre of Canada. 

You can visit the Anne Savage 
Web site at 
www.schoolnet.ca/collections/savage, 
the First Nations Art site at 
www.schoolnet.ca/collections/artists, 
and the St. Lawrence site at 
www.schoolnet.ca/collections/stlauren/ 


Anne Savage 


ver the past 15 years, many 
QO schools have bought 

expensive PCs or Macs, often 
through parents’ fundraising efforts, 
only to have them sit gathering dust. 

Now a group in Concordia's 
Education Department is giving 
teachers the confidence and 
expertise to make those computers 
earn their keep. 

New Technologies for Information 
and Communication (NTIC) is part 
of the Centre for the Study of 
Learning and Performance, a large, 
active interdisciplinary research 
group based in the Education 
Department. With the help of grants 
and several private supporters, the 
NTIC team is working with several 
local schools, colleges, school 
boards and the Ministry of 
Education to find the best way to use 
technology in the classroom. 

When the team started research 


for the project, member Lauren 
Aislin said they read what she calls 
"the disappointment literature" — 
grim accounts of how computers 
had failed to live up to rosy 
expectations. When the team went 
out into the field to work with 
teachers, they often encountered 
anxiety and skepticism about the 
role of technology in the classroom. 

By tailoring their approach to the 
individual client and by synthesizing 
the best research (an informational 
buffet that teachers rarely have the 
time to read), the team has 
developed an approach that opens 
up new avenues. 

Learning, for children in the 
Information Age, will target media 
literacy and critical thinking. 
Technology, including digital and 
video cameras, gives children new 
tools to research, record, analyze 
and report learning. Moreover, it 
can give teachers a new window into 
children's thought and decision- 


The members of NTIC have come to this project from eclectic sources, including literature, drama, 
commerce, educational technology and the visual arts. From left to right are Christine Truesdale, 


Lauren Aislin, Jeannette Caron and Sylwia Bielec. Carole Bamford is missing from the photo. 


making processes. The result, Aislin 
said, is learning that is "more 
sophisticated in design." 

Students might go on a field trip, 
record it on a digital camera, 
transcribe their observations on a 
word-processor, create a database 
to track data, create spreadsheets to 
analyze and report results, do 


supplementary research on the 
Internet, and "publish" their report 
in a variety of forms. 

"The elementary teachers are, for 
the most part, female, and the fact 
that we are women who use 
technology easily is inspirational for 
them," Truesdale said. Be 


First in Canada: Best accountancy results ever 


ethro Bushenbaum, a graduate 

of Concordia's Diploma in 

Accountancy program, achieved 
the highest grade in Canada at the 
rigorous four-day Uniform Final 
Examinations (UFE) administered 
by the Canadian Institute of 
Chartered Accountants late this past 
summer. This also earned him a 
$1,600 prize as winner of the 
Howard B. Ripstein Concordia 
Chartered Accountants Award at 
Concordia. 

Concordia students took the top 
five spots in Quebec, as well as tying 
for ninth, and five of them also 
placed in the top 20 in Canada. 

The University's Diploma in 
Accountancy program has such a 
good reputation that even students 
who take their undergraduate 
degrees at other universities come to 


Concordia to take the Diploma 
program and prepare specifically for 
the UFE. 

This year, 74 Concordia Diploma 
students wrote the exam for the first 
time, about half of whom did their 
undergraduate degrees at other 


a 


Congratulations to, left to right, Carl Adjami (second in Quebec, ninth in Canada), Joseph 
Grossman (tied for ninth in Quebec), Gillian Pearl (third in Quebec, tied for 11th in Canada), Jethro 
Bushenbaum (first in Quebec, first in Canada), Michel Laranjo (fourth in Quebec, tied for 13th in 
Canada), and Melvin Green (fifth in Quebec and 18th in Canada). 


universities. 

Concordia's pass rate among 
first-time writers was 81.1 per cent. 
The combined pass rate among 
Concordia's first-time writers and 
repeaters was 75.7 per cent, 
compared to the national average of 
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65.8 per cent and the 48.4-per-cent 
pass rate in Quebec. Consistently 
over the past seven years, Concordia 
has had the highest pass rate in 
Quebec. 

Gail Fayerman is Director of the 
Diploma in Accountancy program. 
"We are extremely proud of the 
outstanding performance of all our 
students," she said. "Our success is 
due to a combination of dedicated 
teachers, supportive staff and 
enthusiastic students. It's truly been 
a pleasure to be involved in this 
program." 

All six Concordia students are 
already working at accounting firms 
Caron Bélanger Ernst and Young, 
KPMG, Samson Belair/Deloitte and 
Touche, Fuller Landau, and Richter 
Usher and Vineberg. Gy 


CLIFF SKARSTEDT 


Real Education for the Real World 


CFI project aims to catch all bugs 


by Sylvain Comeau 

he Canada Foundation for 

Innovation announced two 

research grants for 
Concordia as part of $36 million in 
new funding to 26 Canadian 
universities last August (1998). 

Sofiéne Tahar and Ferhat 
Khendek, professors in the 
Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering, received a 
$500,000 grant in support of their 
research on specification and 
verification techniques for 
telecommunication systems. The 
researchers explain that their work 
is akin to quality assurance for 
software and hardware systems. 
"Quality control is done at the 

end, once a product is complete. 
Quality assurance means trying to 
ensure the quality as early as 
possible, during the early phases of 
the development cycle," Khendek 
explained. 


The idea is for companies to 


__ avert the kind of technical bugs that 


can generate bad publicity. "The 
earlier you detect a bug, the 
cheaper it is to solve," Tahar said. 
"If you let your customers debug 
— find the errors — you will pay a 
high price in the marketplace." 
Essentially, their work consists of 
devising methodology and writing 
software to assist hardware and 


Professors Sofiéne Tahar and Ferhat Khendek. 


software developers. Tahar points 
out that there is little room for 
error today in both software, with 
its millions of lines of code, and in 
hardware. 

"Today, microchips include more 
than 10 million transistors. You 
cannot count the number of bugs 
that can occur. They can be 
introduced in the design stage, in 
the implementation stage, or in 
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| manufacturing. There's no way to 


catch them all." 

Their software is designed to test 
nearly every intended function of a 
given hardware of software system. 
"Our software tries to simulate the 
whole range of system functions 
and possibilities," Khendek said, 
"and then detects any problems in 


| execution by comparing the 


system's behaviour to the 
requirements." 
Because of the vast array of tests 


| that need to be done, "realistically, 


we can obtain a 95-per-cent level of 
confidence. You cannot exhaust the 
whole range of behaviour of a large 
communications system." 

The researchers are conducting 
a number of application-oriented 
projects for companies like Nortel 
and Newbridge Networks, 
developing methods of testing ATM 
systems, broadband satellite 
communications and real-time 
embedded systems. Gi 


Dance programs offer freedom and exposure to latest trends 


by Sylvain-Jacques Desjardins | 


s she danced on a sand- 
Avr stage at a Dance 

Open House in December, 
Annick Brisindi seemed to 
personify the originality and daring 
of Concordia's Contemporary 
Dance students. 

The popular three-day Open 
House events are held in December 
and April every year to showcase 
student talent and what's new in the 
constantly evolving world of dance. 

Brisindi’s solo creation was one 
of 32 pieces presented by about 50 
students. They were given but one 
requirement; that they use sound. 

Brisindi has learned about 
everything, from lighting to 
choreographing shows. "Students 
essentially have carte blanche to do 
whatever they want right from their 


first year," she said. "To be allowed 
to create this freely gives them 


| experience that will, hopefully, give 
_ them a foot in the door." 


Assistant Dance Professor 
Michael Montanaro said Montreal 
is widely regarded as the North 
American capital of contemporary 
or new dance, with popular troupes 
like La La La Human Steps and 
Carbone 14. When a Montreal 
dance company sends a show 
proposal to another country with a 
Quebec postmark, "the envelope 
goes to the top of the pile for 
consideration." 

The term contemporary dance 
describes a bold, sometimes brave, 
choreography that emerged in the 
late 1970s, allowing dancers to 
move in whatever way inspires 
them, expressing freedom of body, 
thought and speech. 


Silvy Panet-Raymond, Chair of 
the Contemporary Dance 
Department, said Montreal came to 
be the hub of creativity in new 
| dance because the city is not under 
the influence of "great dance 
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masters" who lead the movement in 
places like New York. "This has 
given us an innocence and 
irreverence that has allowed 
dancers to act like pioneers," 

she said. 

Panet-Raymond concedes that 
even with Montreal's burgeoning 
dance scene, obtaining work is a 
tough slog. For Brisindi, the 
prospect of a tough job search 
straight out of university is not 
frightening. "When you go into 
dance, you know you're not going 
to find stable work, the way an 
engineer does," she said. "You must 
be prepared to look for quite a 
while before you can make your 
mark. It's just part of the choice." B 


individuals, foundations and 

corporations from across the 
country responded to The 
Campaign for a New Millennium 
by pledging millions of dollars to 
Concordia's capital campaign. 
Their generosity is enabling the 
University to increase its level of 
student financial aid, research, 
faculty and educational facilities 
and technologies. 


I the past year, hundreds of 


Among the donors were 
(clockwise from upper left), the 
CIBC - Distinguished 
Professorship in entrepreneurial 
Studies and Family Business; 
Stephen Jarislowsky - Chair in 
Canadian Art History; The Chadha 
Family Foundation - Scholarship 
Endowment; Imasco - Digital 
Media Laboratory; Scotia Bank - 
National Program in Community 
Economic Development; Scotia 
Bank - National Program in 
Community Economic 
Development; Lino Saputo - Area 
of Greatest Need, Luigi Liberatore 
- Scholarships in Communication 
Studies; Bell - Software 
Engineering; and the Royal Bank - 
Distinguished Professorship in 
Marketing. 
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We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all donors 
for their ongoing support of 
Concordia University. 
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The Affiliate, a newsletter for annual supporters, is published 
by the Office of University Advancement and the Public Relations 
Department. 
The University has established Leadership Gift Levels to 
recognize its major donors. The Affiliate is distributed to alumni 
and friends who are Concordia Supporters (donors of $100 to $249 
annually) and Concordia Associates (donors of $250 to $499 annually). 
Additional recognition is offered to members of the Deans’ Circle, Governors’ Circle and 
Rector’s Circle, through the Leadership Circle Newsletter and invitations to special events. 
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